Safe use of segmental liver grafts from donors after cardiac death (DCD) in children with acute liver failure.
Emergency liver transplantation is a life-saving procedure in selected subset of children with acute liver failure (ALF), when most recipients receive a segmental graft from a living or heart-beating deceased donor. The increased use of full-liver grafts from donors after cardiac death (DCD) has had a beneficial impact on elective liver transplantation in adults. These grafts however are more susceptible to poor initial function, and most centres are reluctant to consider their use as segmental grafts, let alone in the situation of ALF where good initial function is imperative. In this short article, we describe the use and successful outcome in two children aged 6 weeks and 6 years with acute liver failure who received reduced-size DCD liver grafts.